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KEYWORDS : CONQUEST OF EGYPT,
RELIGIOUS DYNAMICS, POLITICAL
ADAPTATIONS

Octavian’s conquest of Egypt brought the
Egyptian kingdom into Rome’s empire.
This contribution examines the way in
which the priestly elites were able to inte-
grate this event, based on the inscription
KIU3938 from the Temple of Opet within
the cult complex of Karnak.

The narrative shows Octavian’s integra-
tion as heir to the divine sovereign line,
while also emphasising the unusual na-
ture of this assumption of power. As a new
foreign monarch, the challenge was to
present the conqueror as a new Pharaon-
ic Horus with no connection to his

e d UF

1. CNRS-CFEETK 155146. Karnak, KIU 3938 / Temple of Opet, south outer
face, base, 2nd entablature register (Opet 264-265), reign of Augustus
© K. Guadagnini, S. Bisyon- Moulin

Lagid predecessors on the throne. The
choice of words and hieroglyphic signs
reveals the conception of this new era
within the kingdom itself. The Augus-
tan conquest marked an important stage
in monarchical ideology: with no king or
queen physically present, the divine cou-
ple Osiris-Isis emerged as one of the priv-
ileged rulers of Egypt.

Compared with the Alexandrian couple
Isis-Sarapis, the changes of the icono-
graphic attributes confirm a new perspec-
tive to conceive the heredity of divine
sovereignty in the Nile Valley. So, the text
from the Temple of Opet, bearing this
new vision of Roman rule in Egypt, fits in
this dynamic of the It c. BCE and the [t
c. AD.
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KEYWORDS: AUGUSTUS, RECEPTION,
REPRESENTATION

What was the Roman emperor to the
inhabitants of Egypt? From the monu-
mental depictions carved for the eternity
on the walls of the temples to the hast-
ily-written dating formulas of fleeting
papyrus receipts, the modern interpreter
has a wide array of evidence to answer
this question. Tackling such an issue does
not solely mean to shed light on the var-
ied reception of the emperor at different
levels of the Egyptian society.

It also offers a chance to observe how the
inclusion of Egypt within the wider Ro-
man world impacted on the local commu-
nities and their cultures.

2. Augustus as pharaoh offering
to Hathor and Ihy. Dendera,
eastern gate of the precinct of
Hathor, © Martina Minas-
Nerpel

This talk aims to address the topic of the
Egyptian representations of the Roman
emperor through the analysis of some
case studies concerning Augustus (30 BC-
AD 14). The focus will be on the ways the
ruler was conceptualised and visualised
in diverse contexts and medias—for in-
stance his statues as king of Egypt or his
different titularies.

It will also be discussed what these re-
cords reveal us about the expectations
and mindset of the inhabitants of Egypt.
It is thus hoped that this presentation will
contribute to our understanding of the
emperor’s role in the local society and the
degree of participation of the Egyptians in
the cultural dynamics of the Roman em-
pire.
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KEYWORDS: TRANSPORT, GRAIN,
TAXATION

The aim of our study is to define and
measure the impact of the institution of
Rome’s tribute on the system of fluvial
wheat transport. Our corpus consists of
30 papyri in Greek, relating to the proce-
dures for transporting grain collected by
the public authorities as a tax contribu-
tion and sent to Alexandria.

Originating from the Arsinoite, Herac-
leopolite and Oxyrhynchite nomes and
dating from the I5t century BC to the It
century AD our corpus sheds light on
a pivotal phase in the transformations
of the transport system, which involved
both endogenous and exogenous factors.

3. Two joint chrématismoi, SB V 8754 (= P.Berlin 16876), 77 BC, © Department
of Papyrology, University of Warsaw

We will focus on three themes. The first
is an examination of the designations,
formularies and legal value of documents
certifying the transport of wheat on be-
half of the tax authorities.

The second concerns administrative
structures, more specifically the govern-
ment officials who issued the documents,
the individuals involved in monitoring
transport and the physical arrangements
for control. The third topic concerns
transporters, whose professional status,
legal constraints and economic behavior
will be examined.
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4.The western summit of the Roman amphorae dump near the port on the

canal between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea © CNR Multidisciplinary
Egyptological Mission

KEYWORDS: TELL EL-MASKHUTA (EGYPT),
CANAL OF THE PHARAOHS, ROMAN
TRADE

Tell el-Maskhuta is a large archaeological
site, not far from the Suez Canal. The ar-
chaeological mission of the National Re-
search Council of Italy has been working
there for several years, bringing to light
a large international city, located along
one of the most important land routes
between the heart of Egypt and Palestine,
but also along a very important water-
way, the so-called Canal of the Pharaohs,
which connected the Mediterranean and
the Red Sea, like the current Suez Canal.

During the latest excavation campaigns, a
large port structure pertaining to the ca-
nal was found, as well as a significant am-
phora dump. Only the upper layers of the
eastern part of the amphora dump, dating
between the Ist and 24 centuries AD, were
excavated so far.

The contribution presents some new data
from the archaeological excavation, con-
cerning the activity of the canal between
the Mediterranean and the Red Sea and
the framing of the data in the context of
commercial and cultural exchanges be-
tween the Red Sea and the Mediterranean
through Egypt, underlining the function
of the country of the pharaohs as a cross-
roads and cultural interface.
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5. View of some excavated tombs located on a terrace of the gebel at West Aswan © EIMAWA - UNIMI

KEYWORDS: AUGUSTUS, RECEPTION, REP-
RESENTATION

Since 2019, the University of Milan has
been collaborating with the Egyptian
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities on
the emergency excavation of a large ne-
cropolis on the western bank of Aswan,
called “of the Aga Khan” because of its
proximity to the Mausoleum of the Ismai-
lite Imam.

Since pharaonic antiquity, Aswan played
a crucial role in trade with sub-Saharan
Africa, was a starting point for the desert
tracks to the western oases, and a very
significant site for the quarries of valuable
stones such as pink granite. In Roman
times this role grew in importance. Exca-
vations by the Egyptian-Italian Mission

at West Aswan (EIMAWA) have revealed
tombs and structures dating mostly to
the Ptolemaic-Roman period and in par-
ticular to the I5t century BC - 274 century
AD. Among the almost 400 tombs already
identified, those excavated so far demon-
strate strong cultural interaction between
local and incoming populations over the
centuries.

The Romans impact local production and
import different styles, such as a la bar-
botine pottery, particular glass vessels,
and figurines of syncretic deities. On the
other side, they adopt Egyptian funerary
practices in substance, but adapted it to
their aesthetic taste.
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KEYWORDS : ROMAN WALL-PAINTING,
TUNA EL GEBEL, GREEK MYTHOLOGY

Wall paintings from the Roman period
that have come to light in Egypt are rel-
atively little known and little studied.
However, the painted cycles of Tuna El
Gebel, a necropolis in the city of Hermap-
olis Magna, attest to the quality and inter-
est of the pictorial works produced during
this period.

Several tombs whose architecture was in-
spired by ‘tower houses’ - characteristic
buildings of Egyptian domestic architec-
ture - revealed iconographic cycles in-
spired by Greek mythology.

6. Oedipus in a wall painting from Tuna-el-Gebel. Cairo

Museum, inv. JE 63609 , Credits by Alexandra Dardenay

These include cycles depicting the myths
of Oedipus and Electra, as well as scenes
from the Trojan War. In this paper, we
will show how these paintings are fully
in keeping with the Roman pictorial tra-
dition of the late Republican and early
Imperial periods, both stylistically and
iconographically.

The joint and comparative analysis of
these ensembles will shed light on the
transmission of Greco-Roman pictorial
techniques and iconographic schemes be-
tween Rome and Egypt.

17 STRADE DI SABBIA



Livia Capponi

Architectante
Pontio tra Roma
¢ I'Egitto di
Augusto
Architectante Pontio

between Rome
and Augustus’s

Lgypt

Universita di Pavia
Dipartimento di Studi Umanistici

Professoressa associata di storia romana

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA



KEYWORDS: CLEOPATRA’S
NEEDLES, PYRAMID OF CAIUS
CESTIUS, AUGUSTUS

This communication examines
some of the most famous mon-
uments of Augustus’ building
programme in Egypt: the so-
called “Cleopatra’s Needles”, two
obelisks placed by the prefect of
Egypt Rubrius Barbarus in the
forum Iulium in Alexandria, in
front of the temple in honour of
Julius Caesar and later Augustus,
the Caesareum-Sebasteum. The
inscription on the bronze crabs
at the base of the obelisk today
in Central Park, NYC, dates the
work to 12 BC, under the

7. Greek inscription on the bronze crab at the base of the Central Park obelisk, ‘Cleopatra’s
Needle’ Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City (Public domain)

prefecture of Rubrius Barba-
rus; and indicates Pontius as
the architect. It is highly likely
that the latter is to be identi-
fied with the Roman architect L.
Pontius Mela, who is explicitly
mentioned as the builder of the
Pyramid of Gaius Cestius on the
Via Ostiense. A reinterpretation
of the inscriptions found in the
pyramid will shed light on the
relationship between Augustus
and the promoters of his mon-
uments both at Rome and in
Egypt, casting light on the mech-

7.1. Latin inscription on the bronze crab at the base of the Central Park obelisk, ‘Cleopatra’s

Needle’ Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City (Public domain) anisms and llmlts Of homage to
the princeps.
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KEYWORDS: RAW MATERIALS,
TRADITIONAL CRAFTS, TRADE

Egypt and Rome enjoyed an exchange
of raw materials and handicrafts in that
era, from which both civilizations great-
ly benefited. Egypt’s Nile Valley and its
strategic location between East and West,
made it a powerful Roman province with
significant influence over Rome, provid-
ing grain, drinking water, and important
commodities such as glass, cloth and met-
als. This was crucial to the Roman econ-
omy, to securing food through the “An-
nuna” system, which granted free grain to
Roman citizens. Papyrus was important
to the Romans as a writing medium.

8. Roman wall mosaic discovered in
Rome, depicting a ship sailing from
the port of Alexandria, with the
Pharos Lighthouse visible on the
left side of the scene. It’s believed
to represent one of the ships from
the Egyptian grain fleet en route to
Rome (Wikimedia Commons CC
BY-SA 4.0)

Meanwhile, Egypt received an influx of
Roman innovations in textiles, pottery,
and glass, introducing improved tech-
niques and new styles to many traditional
crafts, which led to groundbreaking tech-
nological developments, such as blown
glass and pottery designs. Trade routes
facilitated cultural exchange beyond just
goods, as Roman architecture and art in-
corporated Egyptian designs, while the
cult of Isis spread throughout the Roman
Empirex.

This exchange represented an early form
of tangible globalization, as raw materials,
crafts, and cultural influences linked the
two empires.
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KEYWORDS: ISIS, EGYPT, ROME

In order to provide a historical-reli-
gious interpretation, the contribu-
tion intends to discuss the consoli-
dated interpretative “model” of the
“diffusion” of the Isis cult starting
from its national “center” towards
Rome and its vast territorial do-
mains over the course of two centu-
ries, decisive for the definition of the
phenomenon itself.

Without eliminating this “mod-
el” from the historical perspective,
the alternative and complementary
one is proposed of a “continuous
creation”, with more or less strong
modifications and innovations of
such a “national” religious horizon
in contact and comparison with lo-
cal traditions, in which it is “trans-
ferred” and takes root in various
ways.

9. Terracotta from Abella: Isis,
Anubis, Harpokrates (V. Tran
Tam Tinh, Le culte des divinités
orientales en Campanie, EPRO

27, Leiden 1972 1972, Is.34, fig.26)
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KEYWORDS: ISIS, FORTUNAE ANTIATINAE,
NERONIAN ERA

Although there is no ground evidence
of structures related to an Iseum in An-
tium, however we can reflect on the pos-
sible cult of Isis here. First of all we can
underline the condition of port city, that
is favourable position for the reception
of foreign cults. In fact the first Egyp-
tian sanctuaries were built near harbour
towns. It could be noticed also the rela-
tionship with Delos (the main channel for
the spread of the cult of Isis in Italy) by
negotiatores native from Antium.

The city, however, was the landing place
of Praeneste’s trades and was the passage
for new religions through the inland, as,
for example, the syncretism of Isis Tyche

10. Statues of Fortunae Antiatinae on a ferculum,
Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Palestrina
(Arachne 1D.1108238)

and Fortuna Primigenia and the intro-
duction of Isis Pelagia, the patroness of
navigation, in the sanctuary of Praeneste.
The practice of divination, the maternal
sphere and the sea-related aspect, com-
mon elements between Isis and the god-
dess of Praeneste, are also observed in
the main cult of Antium, that is the cult
of Fortunae Antiatinae whose ex-voto was
found in Praeneste.

Tha paper focuses on these aspects, on as-
similation of the Antium Fortuna as “do-
mina aequoris” (Horatius, Carm. 1, 306.0)
with Isis’s seas’s guardian and on the de-
votion of Fortunae Antiatinae related to
the maternal aspect of Isis through Horus
during the Neronian era, when their
simulacrum was moved to Rome for the
Claudia Augusta’s birth.
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KEYWORDS: EGYPTIANISM, CULTS OF
ISIS, ROME, SEASONS

The agency of most ancient monuments
did not disappear with the end of the
ancient world. It just faded away for a
while.

Resurrected from the soil of Latium, and
even from Rome itself, the altars we pres-
ent here were given new life in modern
times, with the help of the people who
unearthed them, designed them, traded
them, sold them, transported them over
long distances to take their place in new
settings, where they continued to act
on their environment, their owners and
their viewers.

In cabinets of curiosities, in private col-
lections open to visitors, among public
museum pieces, they have never ceased
to question and intrigue.

11. One of the two “Townley altars”,
Credits by Laurent Bricault
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KEYWORDS: ISIS AND HARPOCRATES,
MARBLE GROUPS, POLYMORPHY

The Royal Museum of Mariemont in Bel-
gium houses a notable collection of Ro-
man statues, including an original marble
sculpture that has been associated with
the Isiac sphere since its acquisition by
the Museum.

Originally located at the Palazzo Sciarra
in Rome at the end of the 19th century,
this piece passed through the Belgian col-
lection of Somzée before being acquired
in 1904 by Raoul Warocqué, the founder
of the Mariemont collection. It is suggest-
ed that this group represents a polymor-
phic image of the goddess Isis holding a
cornucopia and a snake with her child
Harpocrates. Although some parts of this
marble group are missing, the traces of
struts and comparisons with selected par-
allels help reconstruct the image, raising
questions about its polysemic significance
and the origins of the sculptural model.
Starting with this case study, this paper
will re-examine a rich corpus of polymor-
phic images of deities bearing Egyptian
features, based on “contextualized” evi-
dence from Italy and Egypt dated between
the I*and the 2™ c. AD.

The evidence illustrates how artisans and
patrons have sought to express the multi-
faceted nature of Isiac deities by combin-
ing elements from both Roman and Egyp-
tian traditions.

12. Statue of Isis and Harpocrates in marble, 2nd century

AD (formerly at Palazzo Sciarra in Rome), © Musée royal de

Mariemont, inv. B. 157.
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13. Statue of Isis from Villa Grandi © Soprintendenza Archeologica

di Roma, Archivio fotografico
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KEYWORDS: SCULPTURES, INSCRIPTION

In 1944 the Antiquities Office recovered
several archeological findings lodged in a
villa formerly belonging to Dino Grandi,
an important politician in the fascist re-
gime.

The villa lies on the slopes of the Golden
Mount, between Via di Porta Latina and
the Aurelian Walls, presently the resi-
dence of the Ambassador of Canada.

The archeological findings, the result of a
chance discovery in 1937, were quite inter-
esting. There was a set of almost life-sized
sculptures including a beautiful statue of
Isis with polychrome remnants, 120 cm
tall, and other slightly smaller statues.

The Antiquities Office decided therefore
to undertake an excavation campaign in
1945. The excavation was directed by Su-
perintendent Salvatore Aurigemma and
carried out by his assistant Edoardo Co-
cozza, who also realized drawings of the
walls and the findings.

Besides some sculptures, an important
inscription was discovered and later on
studied by Silvio Panciera who could
trace it back to the Aradii, a family of Af-
rican origin from Bulla Regia. They held
important positions during the 374 and
4 century AD and were members of the
Senate during the Severi dynasty.
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14. Orto photo north wall, west section of the Great Cryptoporticus, Domus Aurea © Parco

archeologico del Colosseo, German Archaeological Institute in Rome.
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The strong interest in Egypt was expressed
also in Roman artistic creation, which,
from the earliest evidence at the end of
the Republican period, was strengthened
in the Imperial period and became a fash-
ion encouraged by the intensifying con-
tacts between Egypt and Rome, especially
after the battle of Actium (31 BC).

In this regard, an interesting case study
is represented by the wall painting of the
Great Cryptoporticus of the Domus Au-
rea, where religious motifs, while evoking
the manifestation of the divine, are used
in the decoration of this room with an or-
namental function, combined with real

and imaginary animals, plant and geo-
metric elements.

This is therefore a clear example of the
spread of Egyptian-style materials that
characterised the mid-Ist century AD in
particular. In addition to these figurative
elements, it is also worth noting the re-
stored landscape representations that
stand out along the north wall (western
section) of this space. The aim of the pa-
per is thus to analyse the still unpublished
painted landscapes and their relation to
the Egyptian motifs displayed along the
wall decoration of the Domus Aurea’s
Great Cryptoporticus.
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The focus of the paper is on the connec-
tion between the Roman Imperial admin-
istration and the chain of production/
circulation of marble artefacts related to
some of the Greco-Roman religious sys-
tems often identified as sacra peregrina
(that, despite being very different from
each other, were characterized by some
shared traits, such as often pivoting on
religious figures of Eastern origin and
having exercised, within specific geo-
graphical/chronological contexts, direct
or indirect civic/political functions).

In this regard, the Regio Etruria provides
a fortunate ground, due to both its prox-
imity to Rome and its incorporation of
the major Italian quarries. Furthermore,
within its boundaries a great variety of
findings have been discovered, linked to
the cults of Isis/Serapis, Cybele, Mithras
and Sabazios.

The paper will analyze the dynamics of
production/circulation of such findings,
whether in cases where they were the cre-
ation of local craftsmen or where direct
imports from the Imperial capital can be
traced.

A key aspect under analysis will be the role
of the Imperial administration in both
managing the circulation of raw material/
finished products and promoting the as-
similation of government-sponsored reli-
gious iconographies into the social fabric.

15. Findings connected to sacra peregrina within
the borders of Regio VII Etruria.
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The Isiac cults can be attested along the
coasts of Sardinia with a series of testimo-
nies indicating contacts with other shores
of the Mediterranean, particularly with
Campania. This development could be
connected to the Sardinian wheat trade,
which maintained significance, notwith-
standing the growing consequence of the
Egyptian wheat.

The presence of the Isiac cults is concen-
trated in two of the main harbors of the
island: Turris Libisonis and Karales. The al-
tar of Bubastis, dated to 35 CE, was discov-
ered in Turris Libisonis in the second half
of the last century.

16. The Altar of Bubastis, Snapshot of the 3d relief, Museo archeologico

nazionale Antiquarium Turritano di Porto Torres, © Ministero della Cultura -

Direzione Regionale Musei Nazionali Sardegna. 3d realized by Salvatore Ganga

For the last 15 years, the altar of Bubastis
has received renewed attention and has
been the object of in-depth studies that
have shown previously ignored details.

These studies are going to be illustrated
by 3D reliefs that remain mostly unpub-
lished. In Karales was found a statue of an
Isiac priest dated to the Flavian period,
which closely resembles similar discov-
eries from Benevento: from a research
perspective, it is proposed to undergo
a detailed analysis of these findings to
highlight their points of contact and as-
sess any differences.
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In 19 AD the Egyptian and Jewish rites
were forbidden and their followers
banished to Sardinia by emperor Tiberius.
Caska (Cissa) at the island of Pag in the
Roman province of Dalmatia boasts the
earliest known evidence of the cult of Isis
in the Eastern Adriatic and it is dated in
the time of Tiberius’ and/or Caligula’s
reign!

Four altars dedicated to Isis and to gods
from her circle were erected in the It
century AD by Calpurnia, a member
of the aristocratic family of Calpurnii
Pisones from the City of Rome.

In this paper | will analyze and interpret
four Calpurnia’s inscriptions trying to
explain her devotion to Isis and gods
from her circle and to identify the sources
of unique epithets she added to Isis name.
Additionally, 1 will try to determine if
Calpurnia’s worship of Isis and gods of her
circle had an influence to the acceptance
of their cults in the Roman province of
Dalmatia in the It century AD.

17. Calpurnia’s altar with the dedication to Isis, Serapis, Osiris and

Anubis © Novalja City Museum, photo by Nikola Cesarik
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The Egyptian calendar year was made
up of 12 months, each with 30 days, fol-
lowed by five additional “epagomenal”
days. However, it did not include the
extra day every four years that would
align it with the solar year. The Egyp-
tians had to wait until the Augustan
reform in 23-22 BCE, to introduce the
leap day.

From that point onward, the new “Al-
exandrian” calendar largely aligned
with the Julian one, though the older
Egyptian calendar persisted well into
the Renaissance, with both calendars
being used concurrently in Egypt.

This paper examines the Augustan re-
form and focuses on the chronology of
two possibly distinct Egyptian festivals
dedicated to Isis and Osiris, held in the
months of Athyr and Choiak (corre-
sponding to 28 October - 26 November
and 27 November - 26 December in the
modern Gregorian calendar). Addition-
ally, the introduction of the Athyr festi-
val (known as the Isia) into the Roman
calendar, traditionally attributed to
Caligula, will also be explored.

18. Menologium Rusticum Colotianum (CIL VI 2305) (Wikimedia
Commons CC BY-SA 4.0)
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The aim of this contribution is to relate
some literary testimonies produced by
authors of the golden age such as Virgil,
Horace, Tibullus, Propertius and Ovid
(and other authors whose voices contrib-
ute to the dialectic underlying our re-
search) with the living voice of the believ-
ers of the Egyptian deities as it is testified
by the epigraphic heritage.

The chosen terrain in which these meet-
ings and clashes took place is the city of
Rome and the testimonies that refer to

19. Serapis and Isis, mosaic, early 3rd century AD, Altes Museum,

Berlin (https://artresearchsite.wordpress.com/2016/11/07)

the eternal city will be privileged in our
analysis. Among the various Egyptian de-
ities attested, a relevant place will be en-
sured for Isis and the Sunnaoi gods.

Thanks to this comparison it will be pos-
sible to verify how much and how the
literary texts constitute in all respects a
historical testimony and contribute to a
better de facto knowledge of the religious
sensitivity of an axial era which dates back
to the 15t century BC until the 15t century
AD.
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